
SITE BRIEFING (SEE ATTACHED SITE MAPS AND PICTURES) 

This site features a wharf located beside a small cove situated in the Northeast Arm of Sheet Harbour. The 
Artie Trader lies parallel to the wharf and the shore. It is situated about 30 feet south of the front right­
hand corner of the wharf and about 100 feet east of the shore. The location of the wreck offers a couple of 
easy entry and exit points. The wreck can be reached via a shore entry and a short swim directly east, or by 
jumping off the front edge of the wharf and descending near its front right hand corner. The wharf sits 
about 10 feet out of the water and has a 10-15 foot depth along its front edge. A giant stride is thus the 
recommended entry technique at this point. However, the depth of the water in relation to the wharf 
varies with the tide and season, thus caution should be exercised when entering off the wharf. The 
shore can be used as an exit point. Alternatively, the ladder located at the base of the wharf may be used to 
egress from the water. Otherwise, divers may crawl up onto rocks lining the beach to reach the wharf. 
Those who choose this route should exercise caution when doing so as thes~ rocks may be slippery. 

Large rocks line the sides of the shore and the front of the wharf. The ocean floor follows a very gentle 
slope out from these rocks and is primarily composed of a muddy bottom. The depth ranges from 0 feet at 
the shoreline to 30 feet at the deepest point of the wreck. The tidal variation at this site is approximately 5 
feet. At times, there is a slight current present which flows to the south. Its effect can be felt at the surface 
but its force quickly dissipates with depth. The East River flows into this region of the ocean, which can 
create a layer of brackish water to sit on the surface. This can result in poor, almost fuzzy, visibility from 0 
to 5 feet deep, but the visibility improves drastically once submerged beneath the halocline. Like most sites 
in this area, the visibility can range from excellent to poor with values from 0 to 100 feet depending on 
conditions. The temperatures at the site also follow the typical pattern found in shallow sites of this region. 
Values range from about 1 C (33 F) in the winter to 15 C (60 F) in the fall. 

The Artie Trader is relatively intact which allows many of its components to be recognized underwater. As 
mentioned above, the ship is positioned parallel to the wharf. It is lying on its port side with the stern 
closest to the wharf. The Trader spans approximately 180 feet in length and is about 26 feet broad at its 
widest point. The stern and bow lie in approximately 30 feet of water, but other pieces of the wreck can be 
as shallow as 14 feet (at high tide). The propeller, hold, mast, bridge and steam pipe are all discemable and 
there is even rigging and rope still present on some parts of the ship. For reference, there is a green buoy 
located about 50 feet back from the bow. (See attached wreck map for more details). 

Typical life existing on the wreckage includes sea anemones, nudibranchs, crabs, starfish. In addition, there 
are various types of organisms found along the muddy bottom. The species include fanwonns , tubeworms, 
and hermit crabs. Sculpins and lobsters can also be spotted in this area on occasion. The tubeworms are 
particularly beautiful in this region. 

The hazards of this site include those typically associated with wreck dives. No one should ever attempt 
to enter the wreck without special training and certification in wreck penetration Divers should be 
cautious of the overhead environments created by overhanging pieces of the ship. They should also be 
wary of scraping against the wreck. Entanglement in the lines attached to the wreck is possible, so all 
divers should carry a knife to this site. A dive float is recommended because of possible boat traffic in the 
area. 
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AFTER-DIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

Flippers Restaurant and Bar is situated nearby to satisfy your after-dive cravings. To get there, drive back 
towards Halifax along Hwy #7 (a.k.a. Marine Drive) and simply turn left at the sign marked Flippers. This 
turn off is about 3 km away from the dive site. Hazards at Flippers include the hot wings; they are tasty, 
but make sure you order a drink to go along with them. 

EMERGENCY PLAN 
In the rare occurrence of an emergency, divers should exit via the shore and,if possible, avoid the 

rocks, which could be slippery. The following guidelines for possible situations should be reviewed prior 
to the dive. 

I)	 Low or out-ofair situation- Ascend to the surface immediately using the standard emergency 
procedures for the situation. Establish positive buoyancy at the surface and rest if necessary. 
Surface swim to the shore and exit the water. 

2)	 Buddy Separation- It is standard procedure to search for your buddy underwater for I minute and 
then ifascend to the surface if the buddy cannot be situated. If the buddy cannot be located 
shortly after surfacing, surface swim to the shore, exit and immediately obtain emergency 
assistance (procedures are listed below). 

3)	 Entanglement- If you become entangled, stop, relax and have your buddy free you. If your buddy 
is unavailable, attempt to untangle yourself, remember to avoid turning around in circles as this 
can cause further entanglement. Stay in a stationary position and locate the source of 
entanglement, cut yourself free with your knife if necessary. 

4) Marine Life Injuries- If injured by marine life, surface swim to the shore, exit and seek medical
 
attention. If injuries are serious, obtain emergency assistance (procedure outlined below).
 

5) Near-Drowning, Decompression Sickness, or Lung Injury- Administer oxygen ifavailable and
 
immediately obtain emergency assistance (procedure outlined below). 

CONTACTING EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
If you need emergency assistance, contact the numbers listed below. If you do not have a cell 

phone available, go the nearest house, tell the residents you have an emergency situation and use their 
phone. Note that the Fire Department, Police Department and Eastern Shore Memorial Hospital are all 
within 3 km of the dive site. For reference you are on Riverside Road at The ERW Holding LMT Marine 
Terminal (turn right off the #7 just before the East River bridge). 

Ambulance/Medical	 911 

RCMP (Police)	 911 

Search and Rescue	 911 

Divers Alert Network (DAN) (919) 684-8111 or 

(919) 684-4DAN(4326) (collect calls accepted) 

Marine VHF	 Channel 16 

Recompression Facilities (QEII -Dixon Center) (902) 473-7998 

Other Emergencies (QEII Hospital)	 (902) 473-2220 

(Eastern Shore Memorial Hospital)	 (902) 885-2554 
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DRIVING MAPS 

Follow the highlighted route. 
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DIVE SITE PHOTOS 




